Editor’s Note

If anyone would like to submit an
article for the ldaho Knightly News, please
email me your article using Microsoft Word.
Keep it between 1 page and 1.5 pages.

Upcoming 2023 Events:
Oregon Grand York Rite................. April 6-8
Idaho Grand York Rite................ April 13-15

Washington Grand York Rite ...... May 11-13
Montana Grand York Rite ............... June 1-3

The Sword and the Trowel, Part 2

By Barry E. Newell

Downfall

If you’re not familiar with the arrest,
suppression, and dissolution of the medieval
Templars, let me recall the story. By the 14th
century, the Templars were headquartered on
the island of Cyprus and although they had
lost the Holy Land, they were still a financial
and military powerhouse. Many historians
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declare that they had become haughty and
arrogant, and earned the disdain of monarchal
and ecclesiastical authorities.

On Friday, October 13, 1307,
throughout the Kingdom of France, agents of
King Philip 1V, simultaneously placed the
Templars in France under arrest. The French
King had the Templars charged with heresy
and many other charges, most of which were
identical to the charges which had previously
been leveled against Pope Boniface VIII. The
initial charges held against the Templars
numbered five, but increased later.

Following the arrests in France,
Popes would issue 10 Papal Bulls
condemning and dismantling the Templar
Order.  The  first  bull, Pastoralis
Praeeminentiae, Latin  for  "Pastoral
Preeminence," was issued by Pope Clement
V on November 22, 1307, and ordered the
arrest of all  Templars throughout
Christendom and the seizure of all their
properties. Despite this request, not all
monarchs complied immediately; some did
not believe the accusations and required more
force by the Church for the arrests,
confiscation, and investigation to occur in
places outside of France.



After an Ecumenical Council
investigated the charges, Vox in Excelso,
Latin for "A Voice from on High," was issued
by Pope Clement V in 1312. This bull
formally dissolved and removed all Papal
support from the Templar Order, but did not
wholly condemn the Templars which goes
along with his actions of secretly absolving
the Templar Order with the Chinon
Parchment. Several more bulls had to be
issued as clergy and monarchs alike were
attempting to take over the former Templar
lands, particularly since the Templars owned
most of Southern France.

Martyrdom of DeMolay

Since October 13, 1307, Jacques
DeMolay had been imprisoned in France.
During his interrogation in late October 1307,
De Molay confessed that the Templar
initiatory rites included denying Christ and
stepping on the cross, but he later recanted
stating that he was tortured and coerced.

On the 18th of March 1314, De
Molay and other Templar leaders were
dragged before the public. It had been seven
long years and finally, they were to receive
the sentence agreed upon by the Cardinals,
which was supposed to be lifelong
imprisonment. To the surprise and dismay of
both the crowd and Cardinals, Jacques De
Molay and Geoffrey de Charney, Preceptor
of Normandy, stood up and stated they were
only guilty of betraying their Order by giving
into torture and confessing to these false
charges. The incensed King Phillip
pronounced that De Molay and De Charney
were relapsed heretics to be burnt at the stake.
A pyre was set up on a small island on the
Seine  near Notre Dame Cathedral.
Eyewitness testimony said that De Molay
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showed no sign of fear and it said during the
slow death of burning at the stake, he cursed
the Pope and King, saying that their deaths
would be avenged and that those would join
him in the Afterlife. Whether he cursed them
or not, the Pope and French King died within
a year. The death of Jacques DeMolay is the
end of the written and accepted history of the
Templar Order. The fall of the Templars and
the death of De Molay started many myths
that endure to this day.




