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Editor’s Note 

If anyone would like to submit an 

article for the Idaho Knightly News, please 

email me your article using Microsoft Word. 

Keep it between 1 page and 1.5 pages. 

 

Upcoming 2023 Events: 

Washington Grand York Rite ...... May 11-13 

Montana Grand York Rite ............... June 1-3 

Triennial (Chapter & Council) ..... Aug 14-15 

 

The Sword and the Trowel, Part 3 

By Barry E. Newell 

 

Templar Suppression Outside of France 

The suppression of the Templars was 

particularly strong in France as King Philip 

had a great influence over the Pope, a 

childhood friend, that the Papacy moved 

relocated to Avignon for nearly 67 years. 

However, as previously mentioned, this order 

of suppression was resisted or completely 

ignored in other European countries. 

In Portugal, the order continued to 

exist and simply changed its name to “the 

Order of Christ.” In Germany, trials were 

held and which didn’t result in convictions; 

this may have been due to the fact that the 

German Master of the Temple and 20 

handpicked knights showed up in full battle 

array. It is generally believed that the German 

Templars joined either the Knights 

Hospitallers or Teutonic Knights. In England, 

King Edward II who had ascended the throne 

in 1307 was unwilling to suppress the order 

which had served him, his father, and the 

Throne of England faithfully. It wasn’t he 

was reminded (“threatened”) by the King of 

France and the Pope himself that he took any 

action to suppress the Templars, but by then 

they had plenty of time to flee. 

With this slow start in other countries, 

it is easy to see how the Templars were 

capable of getting away and how easy it is for 

so many continuation myths to appear. Going 

back to France, we have to know that only a 

small percentage of the 3,000 knights had 

been arrested, and across Europe, there were 

roughly 15,000 Templar properties and the 

Templar fleet in the port of La Rochelle 

disappeared overnight. 
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Continuation Myths 

One theory surrounded Switzerland 

where Duke Leopold of Hapsburg (Leopold I 

of Austria) invaded the then-poor farming 

nation expecting little resistance from the 

poor farming communities. What he faced 

was a military capable force that cost him 

2,000 knights in a single day and forced him 

to retreat. Many believe it was the Templars 

who taught the Swiss military tactics. Others 

claim that during an ambush at St. Gotthard 

Pass was led by “armed white knights.” It is 

interesting to note that the Swiss flag (a white 

cross on a red field) is the inverse of the 

Templar uniform (a red cross on a white 

field), and now it is from the Swiss that the 

Vatican gets soldiers who guard the Pope. 

Switzerland is also known for its large 

banking and financial institutions just as the 

Templars were in the Middle Ages. 

There are many popular myths about 

the continuation of the Knights in Scotland. 

One such theory is that the exiled Knights 

played a significant role in the Scottish 

victory at the Battle of Bannockburn which 

occurred on St. John’s Day, 1314. For their 

assistance, Robert the Bruce is said to have 

instituted the Knights of the Rosy Cross and 

awarded it to those knights who served the 

Bruce faithfully. The Knights of the Rosy 

Cross is now the second degree conferred by 

the Royal Order of Scotland. 

The most famous of Templar legends 

in Scotland is known as the D’Aumont 

Legend. This legend states that Pierre 

d’Aumont, the Preceptor of Auvergne, with 

several knights, fled from France to Scotland 

disguised as operative Masons. 

Now, you might be skeptical as to this 

theory, but it is not as insane as one might 

think. Stepping back a bit, the Templars were 

a financial powerhouse. Part of this was from 

the donations of land and money from 

knights entering into service or from grateful 

monarchs for the protection and order they 

gave the land. The knights didn’t just sit on 

the land or even just put in fortresses. No, 

they put the land to use. They built farms, 

leased the land, and, more importantly, built 

mills. These mills were a large revenue for 

the Templars, and it took stone Masons to 

build these mills and all of their other 

edifices. The Templars were a large employer 

of our operative Masonic Brothers, 

particularly in France. So, it is not outside the 

realm of possibilities that a group of knights 

would be able to disguise themselves and flee 

from the persecution. 

Now according to this legend, 

D’Aumont is said to have adopted the name 

“Franc Macons” in homage of their disguise 

which turned into “Free Masons” as they 

traveled to England. Having said all of this, 

this legend is highly disputed as records show 

that Imbert Blanke was the Preceptor of 

Auvergne, not D’Aumont. 

All of that said, “The fact remains that 

there is no trace of chivalric degrees in 

Freemasonry prior to Ramsay's Oration." 

These are the words of Stephen Dafoe in his 

book, Compasses and the Cross. 
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