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Editor’s Note 

If anyone would like to submit an 

article for the Idaho Knightly News, please 

email me your article using Microsoft Word. 

Keep it between 1 page and 1.5 pages. 

 

Upcoming 2023 Events: 

Triennial (Chapter & Council) ..... Aug 14-15 

Grand York Rite of CO ..................... Sep 7-9 

Grand York Rite of WY ................ Sep 14-17 

NW/SW Department Conf. ........... Oct 20-21 

 

The Sword and the Trowel, Part 6 

By Barry E. Newell 

 

Holy Royal Arch Knights Templar Priests 

The Holy Royal 

Arch Knight Templar 

Priests is an invitational 

body with membership 

limitations. This order 

exists to recognize Past 

Commanders of 

Commanderies of Knights Templar who 

made great contributions to Masonic 

Templary, to their country, and their 

community or society in general. This group 

is not to be confused with the Templar Clerics 

started by Johan von Starck who claimed 

Freemasonry was descended from the clerical 

order of the medieval Templars. This clerical 

group united with the Rite of Strict of 

Observance in 1772. The exact date of 

appearance for this Holy Rollers is not 

known, but probably started between 1770 

and 1780 in Ireland before it spread to 

England and then to the US in 1829. 

 

Royal Order of Scotland 

As I 

mentioned before, 

one of the Scottish 

legends plays into 

the Royal Order of 

Scotland which is an 

invitation-only 

Masonic order for 

Scottish Rite Masons or Knights Templar. 

While the legend takes the Order back to 

1314, there exist no records to substantiate 

such claims. Early records date the Order 
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back to 18th-century Europe. It is said to have 

flourished in France by Scottish refugees 

who adhered to the Jacobite cause. The Order 

took roots in England where it grew for some 

years which then led to it establishing its 

headquarters in Edinburgh, Scotland, where 

it has been stationed since that time. This 

order is structured to be governed by the 

hereditary King of Scotland so in the absence 

of a king, we are governed by the Deputy 

Grand Master. 

Several other knighthoods within 

Freemasonry are not necessarily connected to 

the medieval Templar myths directly, but I’d 

like to mention them. 

 

St. Thomas of Acon 

Officially 

known as the Ye 

Commemorative 

Order of Saint 

Thomas of Acon, 

this invitational 

order exists to 

reaffirm a Knights 

Templar’s vows and to raise funds for the 

maintenance of the Canterbury Cathedral. 

This is a revived knighthood that was 

started during the Crusades after the Siege of 

Acre. William, the Chaplain to the Dean of 

St. Pauls, was appalled to find corpses of the 

Christians unburied around Acre. He with a 

few helpers buried a large number of the dead 

and tended to the wounded. 

William then founded an order with 

the express purpose of burying Christian 

Knights who fell in battle in the Holy Land. 

Later, was added the purpose of fundraising 

to redeem ransomed captives captured by the 

Saracens. This order was dedicated to St. 

Thomas a Becket, an Archbishop of 

Canterbury who became despised by King 

Henry II and slaughtered by four knights of 

that monarch. The name Acon is the 

Anglicized version of Acre, where the order 

was founded. This order was purely English 

and continued to exist in England until King 

Henry VIII dissolved it, along with many 

other religious houses and monasteries. The 

London Chapel of the order passed to the 

Worshipful Company of Mercers, but was 

destroyed by the Great Fire of London 

although it was rebuilt. The modern order 

was started in 1974 in London by John 

Walker. In October 1999, several Americans 

traveled to England and were initiated into 

the order. The Province of the United States 

was formed in 2005 when enough Chapels 

were created. By 2015, the Province of the 

United States was the largest Province and on 

January 29, 2015, the United States broke off 

of England and formed its own Grand 

Council. 


