Editor’s Note

If anyone would like to submit an
article for the ldaho Knightly News, please
email me your article using Microsoft Word.
Keep it between 1 page and 1.5 pages.

Upcoming Events:

Resolution Deadline...........cccoeeueee.... Dec 15
Twin Falls Christmas Observance...... Dec 15
Idaho Christmas Observance ............. Dec 15

Christmas Day..........ccccceevveveeieiiennn, Dec 25

Northwest York Rite Conference

Last month the annual Northwest
York Rite Conference was held in Spokane,
WA. Friday was occupied with the regional
meetings for the Royal Arch and Cryptic
Masons.

The current General Grand Master
has revamped the Order of the Secret Vault
and all recipients were reinvested with the
new ceremony.
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The Knights Templar session took up
most of Saturday with some excellent
presentations from the Grand Master on his
goals for the 70th Triennium, the
Membership Committee, the Knights
Templar Eye Foundation, the modernization
and standardization of communication
(website, social media, etc.), and the
Commissioned Templar Chaplain Program
where Sir Knight John Warner, GSW, was
presented with his jewel.

The Most Eminent Grand Master also
invested Sir Knight Jeremy Vaughn with the
Knight Grand Cross of the Temple.

Officers of the Commandery, Part 2

By Sir Knight Barry E. Newell

Continuing from Part 1 (October
2024 edition).

Corresponding to the Chaplain of the
Blue Lodge is the Prelate; there is one
difference between the two as the Prelate
officiates over the Obligations taken by
candidates of the order. A Prelate is
traditionally a high-ranking member of the
clergy and the word is derived from the Latin



word ‘prelatus’ referring to a clergyman of
"high rank or of preference over others.” In
the medieval order, one of the most important
positions within a Templar Commandery was
that of the Chaplain. This man had many
important jobs, not ecclesiastical, but also
secular in many ways. He was an internal
priest for the Order. He had the power to hear
confessions and to give absolution for sins;
Templars were forbidden to give confession
to anyone other than a cleric in the Templar
Order without Papal approval. These clerics
were not answerable to local clerics or
bishops, but only to the Pope. The Prelate sits
in front of and to the right of the
Generalissimo. The jewel of the Prelate is the
triple triangle with a red passion cross in the
center of each triangle.

Sitting in  the West of the
Commandery, the Standard Bearer guards
the banners of the Templar order. This officer
corresponds in duties with the Marshall of the
Blue Lodge. Historically the duties of the
Standard Bearer included being the
paymaster and ensuring the equipment
(including the horses) was kept in working
order. It should be noted that although he was
referred to as the Standard Bearer he never
carried the banner, but led the procession
which carried and protected it. The word
"standard™ comes from the Old French word
"estandart” meaning "military banner." Some
theorize it comes from a Frankish word
meaning "stand fast or firm" which would
make sense because as long as the Beauceant
remained up, the medieval templars would
not stop fighting during a battle. The word
"bearer" comes from the OIld English word
"berere” meaning "one who carries." The
jewel of this officer is a plumb surmounted
by the banner of the Order.
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Sitting to the right of the Standard
Bearer is the Sword Bearer. This officer is
charged with protecting the Standard Bearer
as well as leading the detail to present the flag
for the Pledge. He has duties corresponding
to the Junior Steward of the Lodge. The word
"sword" comes from the Old High German
"swertha" meaning "cutting weapon." The
jewel of this officer is the crossed swords
within a triangle.

Sitting to the left of the Standard
Bearer is the Warder. This officer
corresponds to the Junior Deacon of the Blue
Lodge as he attends to alarms at the doors to
the Asylum and ensures the Commandery is
duly guarded as well as announces the
approach and departure of the Eminent
Commander. The word "Warder", like
Warden, comes from the Proto-Germanic
word "wardon™ meaning "to watch or guard."
The jewel of the Warder is a hollow square
with a trumpet and crossed swords within it.

The final appointed officer of the
Commandery is called the Sentinel and
whose duties correspond with that of the
Tyler in the Blue Lodge. The Sentinel guards
the Commandery without the door to ensure
the Sir Knights are not caught or taken by
surprise by those wishing to cause harm or
those who are not entitled to be there. The
Sentinel is one who stands guard over some
kind of structure, whether it be an
installation, a gate, or a passage. It is their job
to prevent intrusion by enemies or those
unauthorized. The word Sentinel stems from
the Latin word "sentire™ meaning "to watch
or perceive by the senses.” The jewel of this
officer is a hollow square with a sword
contained within it.



